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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The previous objection to the specification is withdrawn due to the amendment 
filed on November 27, 2006. 

2. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). 

Regarding claim 41, in the remarks submitted with the amendment of November 
27, 2006, applicant explicitly stated, "Applicant believes that a 'computer-readable 
medium in which program instructions are stored* is inherently tangible." 

If the claims are to be interpreted in this manner, then the claimed "computer- 
readable medium in which program instructions are stored" does not have proper 
antecedent basis in the specification, which includes tangible embodiments (e.g., CD- 
ROM) or intangible embodiments (e.g., "software ... in electronic form") or both (e.g., 
"alternatively or additionally"). Note page 12, lines 19-25. 

Correction is required. 

3. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any errors of which applicant 
may become aware in the specification. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 41-60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly clainn the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 41 has been amended to include a " tangible computer medium" in line 7. 
However, this medium is part of the "computer software product" of line 1 . Thus, the 
scope of "tangible" is unclear because software cannot comprise hardware. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

6. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

7. Claims 41-60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because they are limited to 
software embodiments. Note Section 4 of this Office action. The scope of "tangible" as 
presented in claim 41 is in question and may itself be limited to software. As such, the 
claims are not limited to statutory subject matter and is therefore non-statutory. Note 
MPEP2106. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 1-40 are allowed. 

Response to Amendment 

9. The amendment filed on November 27, 2006 and the associated remarks have 
been carefully considered by the examiner but are not deemed to place the claims in 
condition for allowance, for at least the reasons given above. 

Conclusion 

10. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James Peikari whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4185. The examiner is generally available between 7:00 am and 7:30 pm, EST, 
Monday through Wednesday, and between 5:30 am and 4:00 pm on Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Reginald Bragdon, can be reached at (571) 272-4204. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



273-8300. 




B. James Peikari 
Primary Examiner 
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